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The Mative Americans of the Morth American Plains were
vastly changed by the horse, The thunder that ance
rumbled the skies became earthbound on the plains as

a mass of energy on hooves, The first sight of a man
astride a horse appeared to them mistakenly as one
creature that was part-man and part-beast. Elizabeth
Atwood Lawrence wrale that the relationship between
the horse and the Plains Indians "became one of the
closest relationships of interdependence between mankind
and animals in human history!
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The horse, with its seemingly otherworldly power, instilled
a sense of fear and awe in the Plains natives, yet the
emergence al the horse onto the North American
landscape revolutionized the Plains Indian culture and
worldview. We need nat only ask what the Indians did
with horse, but rather, what did the horses do to them?
The horse became a symbol of change 1o the Plains soci-
elies. Louis Burns emphasizes that “the horse changed the
Osage forever” And the Crow quickly adopted the horse
into the society as kin, Joe Medicine Crow remembers that
“IThe horsel meant more to Indians than original native
brothers...an endeared and cherished newcoomer in a
meaningful way. It was not long before man and horse
were ane-like one entiby”
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